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MEALS ON WHEELS DRIVERS 
 

January 14-15  Ray & Diane Knutson, John Sandy 
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If you are unable to serve on your assigned Sunday, please exchange your Sunday with someone else on this list 
and then let the church office know of the change as soon as possible (679-1062).  Thank you for your willingness 
to serve. 
�
�
�
�
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�
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH WORSHIP ASSISTANT SCHEDULE- January 2010 
 GREETERS  USHERS    LECTORS  COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

8:00 
1/3 Dale & Jean Hawkins Rollie & Dorothy Fredrickson   Galen Brelie  Galen Brelie 
1/10 Bob & Bonnie Jobe  Chip & Beth Brandt  Kelsey Pearson      
  
1/17 Earl & Betty Fredrickson  Laird & Louise Mork  Rollie Fredrickson  Vonnie Olson 
1/24 Roy & Joan Tokle  Bryan & Dianne Wachsmuth  Dianne Wachsmuth 
1/31 Mark & Dar Wicklund Greg & Jane Skramstad  Jane Skramstad   

 
9:15 

1/3 Phil & Barbara Schroeder Craig & Jodi Schultz  Linda Johnson  Sharron Ahonen,  Sandy Broehl 
            Ernie Blaisdell, Kim Bankers 
1/10 Gene & Tricia Otto & Emma Kevin & Barb Herwig  Barb & Adam Herwig 
1/17 Robert & Lynn Schultz Wade & Channa Lennox  Wade & Jackson Lennox Don & Vicky Semelhack 
1/24 Walt & Joanne Olen Greg & Marilyn Nikodym  Tim Zilliox 
1/31 Kristin & Kinzie Nelson Bruce & Jackie Thompson  Bruce Thompson  
 
  

SUNDAY, January 3, 2010  
Second Sunday after Christmas  
8:00 a.m. – Traditional Communion Worship 

 9:15 a.m. - Contemporary Communion Worship 
SUNDAY, January 10, 2010 - Baptismal Anniversary 
  Baptism of Our Lord 
  8:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship 
     9:15 a.m. - Contemporary Worship  
 9:15 a.m. – Sunday School  
SUNDAY, January 17, 2010 - Friendship Sunday 
  Second Sunday of Epiphany  
  8:00 a.m. – Traditional Communion Worship 
     9:15 a.m. - Contemporary Communion Worship  
 9:15 a.m. – Sunday School  
SUNDAY, January 24, 2010 
  Third Sunday of Epiphany 
  8:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship 
     9:15 a.m. - Contemporary Worship  
 9:15 a.m. – Sunday School  
SUNDAY, January 31, 2010 -  
  Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
  8:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship 
     9:15 a.m. - Contemporary Worship  
 9:15 a.m. – Sunday School  
 
  

�������� 	
 8:00 9:15 
Jan 3rd Alyssa Erickson Derek Graves 
 Slade Fore Daniel Peterson 
Jan 10th Korisa Lindquist Courtney Lindquist 
 Jocie Kientop Hunter Baxley 
Jan 17th Sara Kottke Shawn McGrew 
 Jonathan Owens Jake Anderson 
Jan 24th Noelle Elvehjem Aaron Tetnowski 
 Brooke Elvehjem Tanner Baxley 
Jan 31st Cassidy Carlisle Kailey Berry 
 Grace Marohn Jacob Janousek 
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From Pastor Doug�“For to you is born this night, in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” These words are the 
heart of the Christmas story in Luke 2.  We are in the twelve days of Christmas, so the celebration doesn’t 
have to stop yet.  What do we celebrate?  A  Savior!  Do we need one?  Picture being stuck in a snowdrift, 
when you really need to get somewhere.  You can’t get out, you have tried and tried.  Then a set of lights 
approach, a car stops and out hop people who pull you out.  A savior!  We celebrate a Savior who pulls us 
out of our snowdrift of separation from God and restores us to a new and right relationship with God.   
 
The Annual Report will be available soon, probably on January 10th.  Besides reports of what has been 
happening this past year, the budget is included.  All salaries have been frozen and ministry budgets are 
remaining the same—no increases for anything.   Except, as voted at the Special Meeting in October, the 
Associate Pastor position will be increased to 3/4th time.  Also the Treasurer’s position will once again 
become salaried.  It was in the past and this action represents acknowledgement of the work and 
responsibility of the position.  The cost for this is $1,800 per year.   
 
If there are any objections to these or other line items, the Annual Meeting is the place to voice them as 
nothing is set in stone until the budget vote is taken.  What is interesting is that, with the additions and 
monthly mortgage reduction, the total budget is only $3,800 more than last year.  So a good job of keeping 
costs as low as possible has been done for next year. 
 
The Associate Pastor position will increase to 3/4th time on January 1st and will remain unless changed at 
the Annual Meeting.  What does this mean for Pastor Brenda’s time per week?  She will be here on 
Sunday mornings, Tuesday (and some Tuesday evenings), Wednesday and Wednesday evening and 
Thursdays.  Actually, she has been here for most of these hours the past year, but now will be 
compensated appropriately for her time.   Again, due to the reduction in mortgage payments as “Building 
Upon A Firm Foudation” has hastened and the at least 25 family units that committed themselves to 
offering more the next two years, this position is being increased.   
 
What else?  Ahh, now we can relax, it will be a quiet time in January!  Maybe, but you may not want a 
quiet time.  Maybe you are looking for something more this winter.  Well, on January 20th there is another 
Family Fun Night—for all ages; Pastor Brenda and I are offering Bible Studies—at least four per week; 
there are Via de Cristo weekends in February and spring for those hearing a call to journey in some new 
ways this year; there is the Choir, Sunday School presenters, ministries to join, Music Team to join, or 
fellowship opportunities to explore.  Ready for more, I think you can find them here.  God bless your 
journey! 
 

  

 

�

Fun Page     
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column,  
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 thru 9. 

 

Word Find 
Z K M S Z G W X N F D B O O Y S J C  
L R K G H Y D O P L M Z H G E M P H  
Y E D V N C B R N R D A H F U L E O  
J A N U A R Y J E S Q L R W Y A M Z  
S X E Z J I Q S H D C I W K D S I Y  
U Q G B A P T I S M E P W U K P T B  
N T E F N J W T F Y N A H P I P E M  
D M R M E S B B P I S Z K T V R S A  
A X E S S K R Z S I F R C P H S A R  
Y Q U U R E V A M R O Y W H I T E T  
S S I T R T M Z G A M I N A J H L I  
C L H L J T K J H E T A R W G N E N  
H E J M S Q O Z I Y L X E R R F R L  
O L C I V H E B C W O N T N A J M U  
O S R E N S G O J E R U N F C C E T  
L H G R C P L J Y N D C I G E T K H  
C I W X Q D X U D N D Z W M J Q U E  
M K C Z G J Y M U W E H T T A M L R 
 

Word list: 
January  Winter  Cold   Snow   
White   Epiphany  Christmas  Baptism 
Lord   Luke   Matthew  Mark  
John   Psalms  Jesus   NewYear 
MartinLuther  Grace   ReleaseTime 
SundaySchool 

New Year's Countdown Box 
Cover a large box with colorful paper, then buy (or recycle) several small bags or boxes to fit inside. Fill the small bags with 
party favors, prizes, or other surprises like the ones listed below. The kids will love opening a new bag every hour (or more 
frequently) throughout the party. So that the partyers will know when to open which bag, write different times (for example, 7 
p.m., 8 p.m., 9 p.m., and so on) on the front of each bag--or glue on a paper clock face as we did. The kids may want to set an 
alarm clock to ring hourly to remind them to open the next bag.  

Bag Ideas 

1. Inexpensive plastic watches. 
THE FUN: With this ultimate countdown party favor, guests will know the minute it's midnight. You can also include a note 
that says "Now's the time to eat the Time Flies Chicken Wings".  

2. Glow-in-the-dark plastic lace (a 3 1/2-foot length for each guest). 
THE FUN: Knot the ends of each strand together, turn out the lights, and play glow-in-the-dark cat's cradle. 

3. Paper party plates, napkins, plastic forks, and a note. 
THE FUN: The note says "Time to eat the Confetti Cake." An adult may want to help slice. 

4. A small datebook for each guest, plus colorful markers or pens. 
THE FUN: They're great party favors, and guests can write in the important dates for the coming year (each other's birthdays, 
school vacations, et cetera). 

5. One disposable instant camera, a small photo album, and markers. 
THE FUN: On a slip of paper taped to the camera, ask the kids to snap pictures of each other and write a comment about the 
party under each photo. Slip the photos into the album for a cool keepsake for the host. Or skip the album and let each kid take 
home a photo or two. 

  

Email Alert! 
 

The church office is looking to compile 
email addresses to use for church 
communication only.  Please email us at 
church@gracechurchmora.org.  Thank you! 
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Prayer Chain                           
If you have a prayer request, contact Barb Sjoberg 679-5373 or the church office, 679-1062. If you would like to be added 
to the e-mail prayer chain, e-mail Barb Sjoberg at encourager4him@hotmail.com or the church office at  
church@gracechurchmora.org   
*************************************************** ********************************* 

 
YOU ARE NEEDED!  IT’S NOT HARD!  We need to have some new faces helping 
with coffee and cookies on Sunday mornings.  You would only need to serve once per 
year.  We would like to have three people each Sunday morning as there are more and 
more people attending Sunday morning services.  Please contact Dianne at 679-2412. 
 

*************************************************** *********************************** 
 GRACE LUTHERAN ARCHIVES COMMITTEE �
  
Dale and Jean Hawkins    320-679-2025  Laird and Louise Mork      320-679-3491 
Eldora Pearson                320-679-2406  Pearl Peterson                 320-679-0470 
Irene Johnson                  320-679-2743 
 
*************************************************** ************************************ 
Our Sympathy and Prayers go out to:  
�  Jim Lodin’s family on Jim’s death. 
�  Ruth, Mike and Kristi Mills and family and Sarah, John, Nicole, Kailey and Nolan Berry on the death of 

Russ Mills. 
�  Ray and Bev Fore and family on the death of Ray’s dad, Vernon Fore. 
�  Mike and Debbie Smith, Allan and Betty Smith, and Laura, Kevin and Brady Strand on the death of  

Jeremy Rademacher.  
�  Martha and Bill Gotfredson, Shari and David Salmonson, Jane and Greg Skramstad, Karl Gotfredson, Bob 

& Donna Youngquist and all their family on the death of Martha and Bob’s sister, Muriel Sanders���
 
*************************************************** ******************************************* 

The Mora Quilting Friends, a “community” group of quilters, meet at the Kanabec History 
Center in Mora on the third Monday of each month and is open to anyone with a quilt interest. 
For more information, call Bonnie Jobe at 679-5245.  Please note the change of location. 
 

*************************************************** ******************************************** 
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The 8:00 a.m. Worship Service is broadcast on KBEK 95.5 FM at 9:15 am every Sunday morning.  It is 
recorded by the station and then played back at this time.  If you can’t make it to church, or have to work, but 
have access to a radio, you can tune in and be a part of worship that way. 

 
A RADIO SPONSOR sign up chart is posted by the FLOWER CHART, located by the elevator, if you are 
interested in helping to sponsor a radio broadcast in honor of a birthday, anniversary, wedding or other special 
dates, or in memory of a loved one.   The cost of each Sunday is $115.  Thanks to those of you who give to 
this important ministry of Grace! 

�

�����������	
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�   
Contact: Barb Sjoberg 
   January, February, March – Sharon Foster, Barbara Larson                   April, May, June – Mary Ann Nichols, Lucille Schultz 
   July, August, September – Martha Gotfredson, Lee Moody                   Oct., Nov., Dec. – Sharon Holmstrom, Barb Sjoberg 

“We will shout for joy when you are victorious and will lift up our banners in the name of our God.” Psalm 20:5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MORE ABOUT THE SEASONS OF THE CHURCH DURING THE MONTH OF JANUARY: 
 
 

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON  (December 24, 2009 through January 6, 2010)  
The Christmas Season celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the incarnation of God. It is the shortest season and lasts 
for 12 days, December 24 through January 5, the eve of the Epiphany of our Lord. For that reason, this season is also 
known as the Twelve Days of Christmas. (The Epiphany of Our Lord is: January 6th, 2010.) 
 

Christmas is the season when we become a complete C hristian family on earth , as God himself 
comes to earth in the form of a child. Christmas is a season of great joy: the child that God promised 
would save the world from its sins was born on Christmas Day after hundreds of years of waiting. 
Christmas is a special time to celebrate the love of God who came to earth as an infant to live the 
complete life of a regular person, to be with us and to be one of us. It is a season of children, 
celebrating new life and the hope of a Savior for the world. 
 

Principal Themes  - God's presence in human life, God's love for all of creation, Paschal mystery of 
Christ's passion, death and resurrection�

 
�

TIME AFTER EPIPHANY  (January 11th through February 16th)  
The season after the Epiphany lasts until the day before Lent, which is Tuesday, February 16, 2010. 
 
On the day of Epiphany, January 6, the church celebrates the revelation of Christ to all nations as 
represented by the magi who come to worship Jesus. The church calendar recognizes the season of 
Epiphany from January 6 until the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday, which is celebrated as the 
Transfiguration of our Lord. The length of the season of Epiphany varies and is determined by working 
backwards through the season of Lent from the moveable date for the celebration of Easter. 

Principal Themes - The revelation of Christ to all nations Jesus' baptism in the River Jordan, Christ as the 
light of the world, the public ministry of Jesus Christ, including Jesus' first miracle of turning water into wine at the wedding at 
Cana and growth in a Christian's baptized identity. 

Colors displayed during the Time after Epiphany 
White, a color associated with the festivals of Christ and suggesting gladness, joy and light for the day of Epiphany, the first week 
after the Epiphany when the Baptism of our Lord is celebrated, and the last week of the season of Epiphany when the 
Transfiguration of our Lord is celebrated.  

Green, the color used for times when festival or penitential colors are not appropriate. Green is reminiscent of living plants and 
suggests spiritual growth. Green is used in the season of Epiphany beginning with the second week after the Epiphany until the 
week before the Transfiguration of our Lord is celebrated.  

 

 

 

 

Just a Reminder to save your Nelson’s Receipts! 
There is a box on the shelf by the church office for your Nelson’s grocery store receipts.  They need to be turned in to 

Nelson’s on a quarterly basis so please put your receipts in the box in a timely fashion.  The next time they are added up and 
returned to Nelson’s is for the months of  

October, November & December only turned in January 2010 
January, February, March only to be turned in April 2010.. 

THE RECEIPT NEEDS TO LIST THE ITEMS PURCHASED AS THE CREDIT/DEBIT CARD RECEIPT DOES NOT 
QUALIFY. 
Thank you! 

 

 

WHERE WE ARE IN THE CHURCH YEAR? 
WHAT ARE THE LITURGICAL COLORS FOR JANUARY?  

�

We’ll Celebrate Two Seasons During This Month, 
The Christmas Season & The Time After Epiphany 

 

Color of the Christmas Season  
 

White, a color associated with the festivals of Christ and suggesting 
gladness, joy and light. White represents the angels who announced 
Jesus’ birth and symbolizes purity, holiness, and virtue, as well as 
respect and reverence. 
 

Color(s) of the Time after Epiphany  
 

Green, symbolizing growth and life. 
 

White is the color for Sundays that commemorate events in Jesus’ 
life. Thus, white is the color for the Baptism of Our Lord, 
Transfiguration Sunday, and the Epiphany itself. 
 
 

Christmas – Old English: "The Mass of Christ" 
Epiphany – Greek: "Manifestation" or "Appearance" 
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Council: Mike Sampson 
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Members: Todd Sjoberg, Judy Radeke, Linda Parson, Jacki Peterson, Ethan & Krista Elvehjem 
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The 8:00 a.m. Worship Service is broadcast on KBEK 95.5 FM at 9:15 am every Sunday morning.  It is 
recorded by the station and then played back at this time.  If you can’t make it to church, or have to work, but 
have access to a radio, you can tune in and be a part of worship that way. 

 
A RADIO SPONSOR sign up chart is posted by the FLOWER CHART, located by the elevator, if you are 
interested in helping to sponsor a radio broadcast in honor of a birthday, anniversary, wedding or other special 
dates, or in memory of a loved one.   The cost of each Sunday is $115.  Thanks to those of you who give to 
this important ministry of Grace! 
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2010!  What - are you sure that we are already here?  What happened to 2009?   Is anyone saying this as 
much as I am?  And having lots of fun while I’m at it! 
 
The end of this year marks for me at Grace Lutheran a time that has been swiftly passing by, yet with great 
joys.   As we worship together on Sunday mornings and grow in hearing the Good News it makes me 
smile.  Just this last month we have cried as we watched some receive their promise of everlasting life and 
laughed with joy at the Sunday School Christmas program.  We have waited with anticipation as the 
candles in the Advent wreath were lit!  And Jesus Christ came.  He came again in peace, love, joy and hope 
and is with us even while we wait.  The children have been asked to think of the light as they watched the 
candles on the wreath and to consider themselves also a light to the world.   
 
Lights to the world.  Now after all the celebrations are done what do we do to top it?  Wait for another 
year?  No, we need the light with us as we go forward this year.  It may be that you need to keep this light 
shining for others to see.  What does the light mean to others that don’t know about it or that need so badly 
to see it?  How do we become lights of the world? 
 
Needs for the World Hunger emphasis will be coming up in January as we teach not only the young 
children how much we need to give to others around the world but to educate ourselves to do the best we 
can for those that need our help. Making sure our own food shelf is stocked for our next door neighbor in 
need.  Being aware of our Creation Care Sunday as we work together to care for God’s creation in all its 
awe and beauty.  It may be you commit yourself to a project that you have wanted to do for so long, just 
haven’t done it, but you want to help and make a difference in your life by helping others with your gifts! 
And the list can go on and on.   
 
I love to sing, have I told you that lately?  When I was in Sunday School I sang the song, “This little light 
of mine, I’m going to let it shine.”  Many times I have sung as a reminder that I may be the only light some 
people see or can relate to in their hardships.  That might or might not be enough for persons in tragedies or 
turmoil, but it may be the only sign of Jesus Christ they see.  Others need your light to shine.  God needs 
all of our lights to shine so get the battery charged, we don’t run out at the same time!   See you in 
worship!  
    God’s Peace as you let your Light shine! 
    Pastor Brenda 
 
“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”  
                                                                                        Psalm 119:105 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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12/02/09   Jim Lodin                   X                             Feb. 25, 1933     Pastor D. Larson & Pastor B. Wicklund @GLC 
12/03/09   Russ Mills                  X              March 3, 1936     Pastor D. Larson & Pastor B. Wicklund @GLC 
12/04/09   Vernon Fore               X                             Sept. 5, 1909      Pastor D. Larson & Pastor B. Wicklund @ GLC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have an abundance of flowers that would make nice bouquets and would like to donate them for our 
altar flowers, please let Kim Bankers or the church office know. Kim is graciously doing flower 
arrangements for us.�
 

�
SERRV - Fair Trade -  The Gift That Gives Twice 

We have our glass cabinet by the office filled with items for sale.  Just ask for assistance during the week from 
Dianne or on Sundays from Barbara or Mary. 

Check out the SALES on-line@ http://www.serrv.org/Sale.aspx 
 
 

 
Attention:  All Fair Trade Coffee is now being sold at cost. 

Please support this mission that supports The Coffee Farmers and their families. 
Thank you. 

If you have any questions or suggestions,  please call Barb 679-3523. 
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Helping Hands For 
January 

 

 
 

Coordinators:   
Betty Smith   
Kathy Anderson 
 
Group Members: 
Ahlness, Steven 
Amidan, Bradley & Tammy 
Anderson, Kathryn 
Austin, Dan 
Bergstadt, Kenneth & Rhonda 
Blegen, Ralph & Bea 
Brelie, Galen & Mary 
Broehl, Randy & Karen 
Danielson, Cindy & Curt * 
Donaghue, Jason & Amber 
Downs, Andrea 
Fore, Kevin & Vikki 
Goude, Larry & Andrea 
Gregor, Sharyn 
Gregor, Stephanie 
Halvorson, Kim & Aaron 
Hawkins, Dale & Jean 
Johnson, Phyllis 
Johnson, Richard & Patricia 
Kopka, Sara 
Kritzeck, Faye & Mark* 
Larson, Douglas & Barbara 
Larson, Robert & Arlene * 
Lobdell, Gordon & Rita 
Mattison, Ricke & Ruth 
Mensing, Dustin 
Nelson, Lois 
Nikodym, Kevin 
Nordenstrom, Adam & Sara 
Nordenstrom, BJ & Mary 
Olson, Yvonne 
Paulson, John & Lynn 
Pierson, Robert & Kay 
Rinerson, Roger & Sharon 
Salmonson, Shari & David* 
Schroeder, Nick & Kam 
Smith, Alan & Betty 
Swanson, Lori 
Thompson, Bruce & Jackie 
Tokle, Roy & Joan 
Udstuen, Wayne * & Jody 
Wallace, Robyn & Jim * 

 

 

Notes from our Volunteer Coordinator: 
 
New Year’s---a time for making lists.  You see lots of “Top Ten Lists” for 
2009, and you probably didn’t make many of them.  I’ve been working on a 
list that’s a lot longer than10 items.  We’re calling it a Churchography.  It’s a 
listing of many different groups to be involved with at Grace.  Contact the 
church office and they will help you get involved in the area of your choice.  
Many people do many things.  How about adding another involvement or 
two to your agenda.  Here’s a list (which is by no means complete) to choose 
from.  Pick a new one to do in 2010! 
 

�  Involve yourself in music.  Join choir, be part of the music ministry. 
�  Start a new craft to sell at the bazaar. 
�  Bake or buy cookies to share at Sunday morning fellowship. 
�  Come in and fold bulletins on Friday morning 
�  Read a book from Grace Living Library. 
�  Make 2010 the greenest!  Join the Green Team! 
�  Read the lessons during worship on Sunday morning. 
�  Usher on Sunday morning. 
�  Sew a quilt top. 
�  Help out at Chat n’ Chow. 
�  Learn how to make diapers for mission trips 
�  Take a month to teach Sunday School. 
�  Help Archives and research history at Grace. 
�  Want to be a “decider.”  Join WELCA board. 
�  Learn how to run the dishwasher. 
�  Read a Book Club book and attend the discussion group. 
�  Let properties know what your handyman/handywoman skills are. 
�  Learn more about the Bible.  Attend one of the Bible study groups. 
�  Arrange flowers for the altar. 
�  Visit shut-ins. 
�  Write notes and cards sent out to Grace members appreciative of a 

message. 
�  Assemble kits for Lutheran World Relief. 
�  Take charge of the nursery. 
�  Greet on Sunday morning 
�  Bring cookies for Sunday morning coffee. 
�  Write for the newsletter. 
�  Help gather food for World Hunger and local food shelf. 
�  Find out what the leaders are doing.  Attend a council meeting. 
�  Help the Altar Guild out by taking time in their work schedule. 
�  Help Fellowship plan activities. 
�  Add a necessary item to this list. 
�  Drive for Meals on Wheels 
�  Volunteer!    
�  Volunteer!    
�  Volunteer! 

 
You will be glad you volunteered at Grace! 

    
 

APPLICATION FOR BAZAAR FUNDS 
Grace Lutheran Church - Mora, Minnesota 

 
Once again, the members of Grace Lutheran Church generously gave of their time, talents, and resources to the 
Fall Harvest Bazaar 2009, knowing that the fruit of their labors will be used for the ministries at Grace.  
WELCA hopes to fairly and thoughtfully handle the responsibility of distributing the funds among the 
ministries.  The amount of funds to be distributed is about $12,000.  Please use the form and indicate the needs 
or wishes or suggestions of a ministry. 
 
Ministry ____________________________   Amount requested: __________________________ 
 
How the funds will be used:  
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Name of person submitting request_________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO THE CHURCH OFFICE BY  

FEBRUARY 1, 2009 

 
Everyone welcome to the WELCA planning meeting on January 11, 2010 at 4:30. 

Think about becoming part of this active group at Grace.   
Bring your input and ideas for 2010.   

Join us for fellowship and a light supper. 

Our Christmas Tea has become a WELCA Tradition, and it would not be possible without  
the help of many...... 
Thanks to Dar Wicklund for her hostess organization and to all the ladies who hosted tables. 
Your amazing table settings make the Family Life Center a magical place!   
Thanks to Donna Callander for serving as greeter and helping the women find their places in 
such an efficient manner.   
Thanks to Pastor Brenda, Martha Gotfredson, Sue Halsey, Patty Johnson, Barbara Larson, and 
Alyssa and Robyn Wallace for your contributions to the inspirational program.   
Thanks to Roger Peterson and Crew - Mark Gravich, Richard Schultz, Jason Thomson, 
Bryan Wachsmuth, Larry Menze and Galen Brelie for your help in the kitchen.  You make it easy 
to serve 200+ women! 
Thanks to Ray and Bev Fore, Todd Sjoberg, Dianne Wachsmuth and Leah Hughes for your 
technical assistance with "pre and post", especially during this busy week at the church!    
 
We are grateful to you all!  Christmas Blessings! 

~Verona Gravich, Deb Schultz and Mary Brelie 
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Council: Laura Daher, Bonnie Boyer (WELCA & Finance), Ernie Blaisdell (Property) 
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Council:  Greg Myers		
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Stephen Ministers:  Jim Oxberry,  Barb Sjoberg, Dave Ulstrom, Shirley Ulstrom, Sharron Ahonen, Kim Bankers,  
 Richard Larson, Jeanne Granlund, Sandy Broehl 
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Listen, Listen, Listen 
If you would like a Stephen Minister to help you or know of someone who might enjoy and need a Stephen 
Minister, call Pastor Doug or Jim Oxberry.  
	
	
�����	��	�����	

This ministry is a way to more fully meet the needs of some of our home-bound and elderly members.  There are 
lay members of the church that have been trained to visit the same person or persons on a monthly basis, providing a 
listening ear, prayer, support and care.  This fills a need between the Coffee with a Friend and Stephen Ministry. 
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Council:  Bev Deis  
Contacts:  Kathy Hovland, Mary Rowley, Shirley Klepsa, Marlys Overson, Dianne Larson 

Celebrate the faith by gathering people together in fellowship through activities and support. 
 

 
The Sowing Grace Quilters are looking for women who  would be interested in 
sewing quilt tops in their homes, the cut squares a nd patterns are all ready to sew.   
Or perhaps you would like to join our quilting group, we meet the second Thursday of each 
month from 9 AM to 3 PM.  Bring a noon lunch if you plan to spend the day.  
Our mission is making quilts for World Relief but we also like to remember each person 
who is baptized here at Grace Lutheran with a quilt on their special day.  Then each spring 
a quilt is gifted to each graduating high school senior from our congregation.  We are a 
busy group but we always welcome anyone interested in joining us.  Come and see what 
we are all about, did I mention the fellowship is great!  Any questions?  Please call Joanne 
Olen at 679-1570 or e-mail at olenfarm@ecenet.com 
 

 
  

 A winning pattern for the New Year  
 

Some anonymous wise person penned the following directions for living without bringing pain to others or 
oneself:  

 
“You will never be sorry — for thinking before acting, for hearing before judging, for forgiving your enemies, for 
being candid and frank, for helping a fallen brother, for being honest in business, for thinking before speaking, for 
being loyal to God and the church, for standing by your principles, for refusing to participate in gossip, for holding 

your words when tempted to demean another, for not entertaining impure or hateful thoughts, for sympathizing 
with the afflicted, for being courteous and kind to all.” 
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Members: Deb Schultz, Nicole Berry, Alyssa Wallace, Barb Orstad, 
Pam Hallauer, Mary Brelie, Kris Pulford, Bonnie Lemke, Jessica 
Olen 
 

Empowered by Christ, will minister to the world by 
extending a hand to those in need.	

 
FISH 
Toys for Kids barrels are out.Monetary donations can be 
left in the office with checks made out to “FISH Toys 
for Kids.” 
  
World Hunger  
Kris is starting to work on this year’s themes of Hope 
and Africa. She and Barb Sjoberg will be creating 
projects for the Sunday School involvement. 
  
Food Shelf 
Need is greater than ever, with 378 households visiting 
the   Food Shelf in November, an all-time high. 7,694 
pounds of food were donated last month with 17,815 
pounds distributed. There will be an Empty Bowls 
fundraiser at Grace in March. 
  
Missions 
African paintings by a Tanzanian college student will be 
available for use and sale during World Hunger 
emphasis. 
  
Soup for the Soul 
Meals continues to go well and help has been great, but 
cooks are still needed. 
 
Operation Christmas Child 
90 shoeboxes were donated by the Grace family. We are 
so thankful for the generosity of our members. 
 

Next Mtg Date: Wed. Jan.13,  5:00 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to join us! 
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Members: Doyle Jelsing, Roger Peterson, Bonnie Boyer,  
Kristin Nelson, Betty Smith, Sara Kopka 
 Checkbook information: 

Beginning balance (5,022.34) 
Donations 39,943.65 
Expenses (40,708.33) 
Ending balance (787.02) 

Dedicated Account Balance: 
Undesignated General - $7,809.80 
Renovation - $322.40 
Banner - $5.92 
Youth Mission trip - $2,412.65 
Stained glass - $8,653.42 
Fair trade - $575.38 
Nelson’s receipts – $532.94 
Unallocated - $385.88 

Stained Glass Window Information: 
Available for next windows: 8,653.42 
Cost is approx $3,800 per window 

Mortgage Information: 
First of month balance 447,806.11  
monthly payment (2,343.41) 

               additional principal pmt (2,419.00) 
End of month balance 447,806.11 
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Members: Dick Larson - chair, Ron Stark, Galen Brelie,  
Russ Callander, Bill Moody, Vern Nordeen, Don Overson,  
Don VanDriel, Larry Simonich 
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Members: Pam Johnstone (679-3311), Karen Rasmusson 
(679-5636), Walt Olen (679-1570) 

If you have a spiritual concern or comment, let 
one of these people know. They are there for 
you! 
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Members: Bill Daher, Rollie Fredrickson, Pastor Doug 
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Members: Rich Rasmusson,  Sharron Ahonen, John Sandy 
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Members: Dolores Blaisdell, Ruth Mattison, Kathy Hovland,  
Vonnie Olson 
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Members: Kris Johnson, Mary Nordenstrom 
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Members: Doyle Jelsing, Deb Schultz, Laura Strand,  
Jeff Bangma 
	
�
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Council: Jodi Schultz, Ruth Mattison, Nicole Berry  
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The Milestones Ministry seeks to RECOGNIZE, RESPOND, and REACH OUT in celebration of the 

milestones of our Faith Journeys 
God comes into our world and graciously claims us for the Kingdom of God.  This great event is often under-used in 
our life.  On January 10th  those baptized into new life by God’s Word and water will be invited to gather around the 
Baptismal font to celebrate this great gift of God.  Following is a list of members that were baptized in January: 
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Members:  Sarah Berry, Penny Casavant, Lynnae Christianson, Jeanne Granlund, Sue Halsey, Mary 
Lykins, Char Mayer, Ruth Mills, Jane Myers, Karin Simonich, Laura Strand, Jackie Thompson, 
Brianna Winters 

            “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.” John 1:14 
 

Mission Statement 
The Grace Lutheran Library Mission will support all the members of Grace using the library resources to help 

them interpret what they read, hear, see and experience within the context of the Christian Gospel. 
 

New Year’s Resolutions 
 

Read More.   
Come into Living Grace Library for a wide selection of books waiting to be read. 
 
Go Green.   
Come into Living Grace Library. Choose a book to read. Bring it back. Many readers for one book. 
 
Be more financially responsible.  
Come into Living Grace Library. Choose a book to read or a movie to watch. No Cost! 
 
Introduce a child to the wonderful world of reading.  
Come into Living Grace Library. There are children’s books from pre-school through high school. 
 
Increase understanding of the wonders of our God. 
Come into Living Grace Library and search the library shelves for books to help in your search.  
 

Devotional Books 
 
Are you finished with last year’s Devotional Book? Would you like to use a new one? Living Grace Library has 
a Devotional Exchange Section located on the “spinner rack” on top of  the center section of book shelves. 
These devotional books are available to take out and keep or take out and return. The library also accepts any 
“gently used” devotional books you want to share with others. Just bring it in and place it on the “spinning 
rack” for others to use and enjoy. 

Living Grace Library is open whenever the church is open. Come in any time. 
 

Please remember to return your finished library books. The book you may have forgotten to return may be just 
the book someone else is patiently waiting to read. Thank you. 

 

Ahlness, Mark 
Akkerman, John 
Anderson, Lynn 
Anderson, Marie 
Bergstadt, Rhonda 
Berry, Kailey 
Blegen, Diane 
Blegen, Paul 
Blowers, Duane 
Brandt, Elizabeth 
Broehl, Gary 
Carlson, Ryan 
Crow, Marilyn 
Dalbey, Bonnie 
Dalbey, Gary 
  

Thomas, Aaron  25  
Danielson, Carrie  26  
Rowland, Kylee  27  
Geving, Sheree  28  
Sjoberg, Todd  28  
Franko, Helen  29 
 Mulford, Julie  29  
Sampson, Joe  29  
Schwartz, Mary  29  
Sjoberg, Barb  29  
Brelie, Angel  30 
 Schritz, Brycen  30  
Teter, James  30  
Tetnowski, Jacob  30  
Fore, Tucker  31 
Gregor, Stephanie  31 
  

 
   
 

   

Menze, Kathy  2  
Norton, Laura  2  
Fladebo, Kelly  3  
Herwig, Adam  3  
Scullard, Rachel  3  
Piescher, Ryan  4  
Skillicorn, John  4  
Carlisle, Preston  5  
Fore, Ray  5  
Girard, Zachariah  5  
Klein, Tamara  5  
Fladebo, Rebecca  6  
Hallauer, Kathy  7  
Semelhack, Donald 8  
Smith, Eric  8  
VanDriel, Elaine  8  
Deis, Karl  9  
Mattison, Zachary  9  
Larson, Laura  10 
Munter, Kristen  10  
Olson, Samuel  10  
Rinerson, Roger  10  
Backlund, David  11  
Jobe, Robert  11  
Donaghue, Jason  12  
Olen, Jessica  13  
Stark, Ron  13  
 

Dee, Levi 
Dee, Pamela 
Dresser, Sam 
Drost, Ruth 
Eggert, Edie 
Fagerstrom, Adina 
Falk, Carson 
Felger, Matt 
Felland, Tim 
Fix, Amber 
Fladebo, Jared 
Funk, Dean 
Girard, Keith 
Grams, Vera 
Graves, Ryan 
 

Gravich, Verona 
Gunderson, Michael 
Haggenmiller, Alan 
Hallstrom, Torry 
Ives, Jennie 
Jacobson, Lynn 
Jelsing, Justin 
Jobe, Robert 
Johnson, Carol 
Jungles, Melessa 
Kapinos, Brianna 
Klapmeier, Lisa 
Knudsen, Rodney 
Knutson, Ray 
Lange, Gail 
 

 
WEDDING  ANNIVERSARIES 
Parson, Terry and Linda  JAN 1 1980  
Sampson, Michael and Kris  JAN 1 2000  
Seel, Merlin and Kay*  JAN 3 2007  
Ulstrom, Peter and Cheryl  JAN 3 1976  
Maki, Clarence and Lou  JAN 4 1958  
Ludowese, Janet and Ray *  JAN 17 1987  
Youngquist, Bob and Donna  JAN 17 1981  
Forster, Frank and Sharon  JAN 18 1964  
Tipp, Wesley and Marlis  JAN 18 1958  
Olson, Kirby and Cheerie  JAN 20 1979   
Nichols, Rob and MaryAnn  JAN 21 1967  
Peacock, Bob and Denise  JAN 22 1996  
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	 Coordinator:  Krista Elvehjem    Recorder:  Kelly Erickson 
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�� Lisa Wren 679- 8178 

Via de Cristo 2010 Weekend Dates 
January 21-24& January 28-31, Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church 1669 North Arcade, St Paul , MN  
February 18-21 & February 25-28 Our Saviors Lutheran Church 4831 Grand Ave, Duluth, MN   
March 4-7 & March 11-14 Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 301 N Lincoln St, Redwood Falls, MN 56283  
April 15-18 & April 22-25  Calvary Lutheran Church 2508 Washington Ave SE,Bemidji, MN 56601  
April 22-25 & April 29-May 2  Rejoice Lutheran Church 1155 County Road 75, Clearwater, MN 55320  
June 17-20 & June 24-27 Lord of Life Lutheran Church 18500 County Road 101, Maple Grove, MN 55311  
October 7-10 & October 14-17 St. Stephen’s Lutheran 1575 Charlton St.W. St. Paul, MN   
October 21-24 & October 28-31 Faith Lutheran Church 127 2nd Ave. E, West Fargo, ND 58078  
November 11-14 & November 18-21 To be determined   
 

Lindquist, Caroline 
Lindquist, Mable 
Ludowese, Janet 
Maki, Clarence 
McGovern, Robert 
Menk, JoAnn 
Nelson, Kristin 
Nelson, Sylvia 
Nickles, Elizabeth 
Nikodym, Brianna 
Nordenstrom, BJ 
Nordenstrom, Sara 
O'Donovan, Barb 
Olen, Lucas 
Olson, Cheerie 
 

Semelhack, Vicky 
Steffen, Sophia 
Strickland, Sheri 
Sundberg, Bob 
Teich, Roger 
Turner, Dylon 
Udstuen, Samuel 
Ulstrom, Peter 
VanDriel, Elaine 
Vedder, Timothy 
Wallace, Robyn 
Warner, John 
Warner, Linda 
Wicklund, Katlyn 
Wicklund, Tim 
Woida, Makayla 
�
 

Kehr, Anna  14  
Lange, Amanda  14  
Skolte, Lynette  15 
 Folkema, Allie  16  
Klapmeier, Dorothy 16  
Olson, Paul  16 
Sampson, Max  16  
Schritz, Ellian  16  
Schroeder, Alec  17  
Wills, Patricia  17  
Deis, Beverly  18 
Nelson, Jewell  18  
Gravich, Hannah  19  
Marohn, Eric  19  
Wicklund, Kyle  19  
Herwig, Barbara  20  
Dahlof, Robert  21  
Folkema, Janet  21  
Rasmusson, Karrie 21  
Downs, Andrea  22  
Hochban, Julia  22  
Thompson, Ashley 22  
Goude, Andrea  23  
Mulford, Thomas  23  
Felland, Benjamin  24  
McBroom, Jon  24  
Weinreich, Melissa 24  
 

Otto, Tricia 
Oxberry, James 
Parson, Linda 
Parson, Terry 
Peterson, Kyle 
Peterson, Michael 
Peterson, Pearl 
Peysar, Bryana 
Rasmusson, Emma 
Rasmusson, Richard 
Roeschlein, Dale 
Sallblad, Jacob 
Salmonson, Lorna 
Sampson, Jack 
Schultz, Lauri 
Schultz, Richard 
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Leader: Jacki Peterson, Kindergarten & Preschool Teachers: Kristin Nelson, Becci Steffen, Marlene Marohn, Julie Mulford;  
Preschool Assistant: Kailey Berry 
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VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED!   Presenters & Shepherds are still needed to teach or assist the 1st – 6th 
grade classes.  We still need still 2 presenters for February,  plus 2 for March, April and May, too! We also need 1 
shepherd for the 3rd – 6th graders for March and April! Please sign up  on the sheet posted in the narthex (by the 
Family Life table) Thank You! If you have any questions, please contact Barb Sjoberg 679-5373 or Marlene Marohn 679-1076 

 
DECEMBER NEWS: Instead of having a rotational unit for the month of December, we enjoyed and celebrated, ‘The 
Christmas Season’ and the miracle of the birth of Our Savior! ~ Through worship, prayers, songs, practice and more 
practice for the Sunday School program and also by having a tremendous  “You Are God’s Gift, Jesus Is The Best Gift 
Of ALL”, Birthday Celebration for Jesus!  
 

THE CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL PRESENTED THEIR ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM on 
Sunday Morning, December 14th to a jam-packed Family Life Center.  ‘It’s A Miracle’ was a magnificent 
program that challenged the entire congregation to think about the miracles of Christmas. Can you imagine 
seeing the glory of God? Imagine God’s glory in the birth of a baby. This Christmas, open yourself to receive 
the glory of the One and Only Son of God.  

A HUGE THANK YOU TO:  Jacki Peterson for a fabulous job in putting together yet another outstanding and 
wonderful SS Christmas program!!!  We also are so grateful for all the precious children, youth and families the Lord 
has sent to our congregation! 

 
THE HAPPY BIRTHDAY FOR JESUS PARTY,  ‘You Are God’s Gift – JESUS Is The Best Gift Of ALL Celebration 

was a huge success and everyone had a great time!  With treats, games, crafts and a special snack, 
the party was a fun way to experience the hope, joy and love of the gift of Jesus!  

Special Thanks To:  The Sunday School Ministry Team, Brian & Tamara Klein, Kelly & Ally Erickson, 
Lisa Wren, Leann Limanen, Grace Marohn, Sara Kopka, Sara Nordenstrom, Jenny Berry, Tricia Otto, 
Sue McGaw, Val Brown, Kris Sampson, Patty Wills, Mandy Felger, Jody Udstuen and Barb Herwig 

 

COMING UP IN JANUARY…. SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES – SUNDAY, JANUARY 10TH, 2010 
 
 

January is World Hunger emphasis month.  On Sunday, January 10th, Kris Pulford will be our special guest, 
educating all the Sunday school students together. (Preschool through sixth graders.)  She will discuss and 
explain the ELCA World Hunger Appeal –Stand with Africa – Campaign of Hope – To Banish Hunger! . Despite the 
enormous potential for global suffering this food crisis brings, there is hope. That hope begins with our communal 
actions. 
 By sticking our necks out for one another we can give the gift of hope - together!   
 

Over the next several weeks please encourage your children to fill their special World Hunger boxes 
with change.  Then, on February 7th at the 9:15 service the children will be singing a special song 
and be placing their World Hunger boxes at the altar for a special offering!  
 

 

BIBLE STORY FOR JANUARY: The Prodigal Son – A Father Welcomes A Lost Son 

In Luke 15:11-32, Jesus tells the parable of a once wayward son reunited with his father and family after leading 
a wild life of adventure and squandering everything of value (literally and symbolically). Through this parable, 
Jesus illustrates the overwhelming love encompassing someone who returns to God after having repented of his 
foolish ways. 
 

SUMMARY OF JANUARY WORKSHOPS:  (1st – 6th GRADE STUDENTS) 
 

VIDEO: The students will view an Animated Bible Classic: “The Prodigal Son” – A story about 
compassion, goodness, and loyalty and then they’ll discuss the concept of forgiveness.  
 

FOOD RELATED:  The students will make a fruit salad as part of the celebration feast for the 
returning son. 
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Council Liaison: Ernie Blaisdell   
Director: Jessica Thomson contact 320-679-9099 (home) jasonjessica_thomson@msn.com 
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GOING GREEN 
Hello, 
Another month and some things have been worked on at the government level of green issues.  I found this in 
something I was reading and found it recycle, redo, reuse humorous.  The author is unknown. 

 
Grandma's Apron 

The principle use of Grandm's apron was to protect the dress underneath but along with that, it served as a holder for 
removing hot pans from the oven, it was wonderful for drying children's tears and on occasion was even used for 
cleaning out dirty ears.   
 
From the chicken coop, the apron was used for carrying eggs, fussy chicks and sometimes half hatched eggs to be 
finished in the warming oven.   
 
When company came, those old aprons were ideal hiding places for shy kids, and when the weather was cold, Grandma 
wrapped it around her arms.  Those big old aprons wiped many a perspiring brow, bent over the hot wood stove.  Chips 
and kindling-wood were brought into the kitchen in that apron. 
 
From the garden, it carried all sorts of vegetables.  After the peas had been shelled, it carried out the hulls.  In the fall, it 
was used to bring in apples that had fallen from the trees.   
 
When unexpected company drove up the road, it was surprising how much furniture that old apron could dust in a matter 
of seconds.   
 
When dinner was ready, Grandma walked out on the porch and waved her apron and the men knew it was time to come 
in from the fields for dinner. 
 
It will be a long time before anyone invents something that will replace that old-time apron that served so many 
purposes. 
 
 I do not know how many of you remember the era of full time use of the apron by the housewife.  I do and I could add a 
few more uses to the script.  Enjoy the season with family and friends. 

~ Lucille Schultz 
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Greetings from Luther Point!    January 2010  
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