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MEALS ON WHEELS DRIVERS 
 
April 22 & 23  Kathy Hamme, Marlys & Don Overson, Lucille Schultz 
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If you are unable to serve on your assigned Sunday, please exchange your Sunday with someone else on this list 
and then let the church office know of the change as soon as possible (679-1062).  Thank you for your willingness 
to serve.�
�

�
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH WORSHIP ASSISTANT SCHEDULE- April 2010 
GREETERS   USHERS   LECTORS COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

8:00 
4/4  EASTER  the Chuck McGovern family������������  Deb Schultz Bonnie Boyer   
4/11  Rob and Mary Ann Nichols Dennis & Sharon Holmstrom  Mary Brelie    
4/18 Jim & Sandie Oxberry  Glenn & Carol Allman Jim Oxberry Greg Myers 
4/25 Gary & Mary Kobberdahl  Ron & JoAnn Menk JoAnn Menk 

9:15 
4/4 EASTER 

Clint, Becci, Coleton, & Sophia  Dolores & Ernie Blaisdell Mary Schwartz Jason Thomson, Mary Schwartz, 
Steffen          Barbara Larson  

4/11 Eric, Sandi, Preston, & Cassidy Don & Marlys Overson Cassidy Carlisle    
 Carlisle              
4/18 Matt, Amanda, Zachary &    Glenn & Evie Lobdell Gail Lange Randy & Bonnie Lemke, Sandy Broehl  
 Jacob Felger         Mark & Verona Gravich 
4/25 James, Lisa, Madison, Sage,  Tim & Kris Zilliox  Kris Zilliox 
 Sara Wren 
  
 

THURSDAY, April. 1, 2010 
 Maundy Thursday 
 7:00 pm � Passover Holy Communion Service 
FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2010 
 Good Friday  
 7:30 pm -   Ecumenical Service 
SUNDAY, April 4, 2010  
  Easter Sunday 

6:30 am -    Sunrise Communion worship 
 9:15 a.m. -  Contemporary Communion Worship 
SUNDAY, April 11, 2010- Baptismal Anniversary  
  Second Sunday after Easter 
  8:00 a.m. � Traditional Worship  
     9:15 a.m. - Contemporary Worship 

9:15 a.m. � Sunday School  
 SUNDAY, April 18, 2010 - Friendship Sunday 
  Third Sunday after Easter 
  8:00 a.m. � Traditional Communion Worship  
     9:15 a.m. - Contemporary Communion Worship  
 9:15 a.m. � Sunday School  
SUNDAY, April 25, 2010 
  Fourth Sunday after Easter 
  8:00 a.m. � Palm Sunday Service  
     9:15 a.m. -  Palm Sunday Service  

9:15 a.m. � Sunday School  

��������	
     8:00                            9:15                       . 
April 4th                Aaron Tetnowski            Sara Kottke 
                         Tanner Baxley                Jonathan Owens 
  
April 11th               Kailey Berry                   Noelle Elvehjem 
                            Jacob Janousek              Brooke Elvehjem 
  
April 18th              Emma Anderson               Cassidy Carlisle 
                           Austin Peterson               Grace Marohn 
  
April 25th              Alyssa Erickson                 Derek Graves 
                           Slade Fore                      Daniel Peterson  
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From Pastor Doug�
In 1993 I took a week-long seminar called, �Visions  For The Long Pastorate.�  In it, we were told that  
every four years a congregation needed to go thru a long-range planning process.  Shortly after that, as I 
observed the speed of change in our world, I came to the conclusion that long-range planning needs to be 
done every two years.  In addition, thru the years I have used at least four different types of Confirmation 
programs.  Some were very good, but the change in how students learned, their life-styles, the other forces 
in their lives, the way society operated required that a new process be instituted.  We are living in a fast-
moving world. 

Pastor Brenda, Jessica Thomson, our Family Life Ministry Director and I have been talking about how we 
are doing in a number of areas of learning.  I have come to the conclusion that we are at another turning 
point in how we pass on the faith to our children.  We are doing some good things in terms of reinstituting 
Release Time for Grades 1-6.  I like what is happening in our Sunday School with the Rotational Lesson 
plans.  I�m not sure if Confirmation is working as well as it should.  I think we need to make better use of 
Luther Point Bible Camp and the Synod weekend retreats for Grades 7-12. We have done a little work 
getting youth involved in Teens Encounter Christ weekends.   We also need to get more of our children 
connected with adults in the congregation in mentoring programs.  Thru all these we need to continue to 
help our children have �hands-on� experience living  out their faith.   

I want this congregation to do some work at looking at what is needed now and how we can have a more 
seamless and overlapping program of �passing on the  faith� that utilizes the resources we have in a 
number of areas. Pastor Brenda, Jessica and I have been discussing this and we plan to get as many 
people, especially parents, but not limited to them alone, together this spring.  So put your thinking caps 
on and we will let you know when we will meet to talk more on this.   

TIRED OF WHAT YOU SEE ON TV?  I was trained many years ago in Television Awareness Training, 
a program to help understand what the purpose of TV is and how to respond to some of the messages we 
see.  The purpose of TV is to sell products!  That surprised me.  It made sense, but I just had never 
realized that was the core idea.  So, manufacturers of whatever products, pay money for shows that will 
attract an audience.  That�s why some pretty questionable material is on the air.  By the way, unless it has 
changed considerably, cartoon shows were actually the highest in violence. 

How can you respond to things you don�t like on TV?  Shutting it off is the first and easiest.  Secondly, 
writing to the sponsors of shows and telling them you object to what you see.  They do care for the most 
part.  You can Google their addresses.  And just the other day I saw an article where a person was upset 
with TV ads.  They wanted to know how to complain about them.  This was the site to write: Federal 
Communications Commission at www.fcc.gov/cgb/complaints. html.  So there are thing you can do 
beyond the scope of your house.  And maybe you will be the one to make a difference.   

IT�S SPRING-----HOLY WEEK AND EASTER:  You should get this before Easter and I want to put in a 
plug to attend the Maundy Thursday Passover/Holy Communion Service on Thursday the 1st at 7 pm.  
This will be pretty close to what Jesus and His disciples participated in the night He was betrayed.  You 
will see how Holy Communion came out of this Passover Meal (we won�t be eating very much, tho).  
Then come to the Ecumenical Good Friday Service at Grace at 7:30 pm.  Six churches will be 
participating in a new theme this year.  There will be fourteen characters from Holy Week who will briefly 
share their stories along with a reflective and meditative worship.  I think you will find it helpful as we 
remember our Lord in this time. 

 Peace to you,  

   

 

Fun Page     
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column,  
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 thru 9. 

 

Word Find 
Z V J Y S E I N N U B X D R P  
S H O W E R S W F O M H Z H Q  
W E H T T A M O R E A S T E R  
Z J Q B I E E R I S D B Y A E  
J O H N Z V N S E F O D H Y S  
B B Z L J H E H N F V J U U I  
U J B I J J V I D A O F J K R  
G N I R P S I P S M Y B R M N  
Q V F P C S G N J I W A T D U  
A P V A E S R B M L M S F I S  
R P V I B M O T L Y S R L J J  
F Y A D I R F D O O G T U R E  
E A R B E N E T I L G K K G S  
F T U I H O L Y W E E K E G U  
M A U N D Y T H U R S D A Y S 

Word list: 
Easter   Sunrise  Spring  
Family   Friends  Worship  
Bunnies  Eggs   Maundy Thursday 
Good Friday  Tenebrae  Matthew  
Mark   Luke   John  
Holy Week  April   Showers 
Forgiven  Jesus 

 

Email Alert! 
The church office is looking to compile 
email addresses to use for church 
communication only.  Please email us at 
church@gracechurchmora.org.  Thank you! 

Relay for Life 
This years Relay for Life will be on June 18-19, at the Trailview Track (note change of location).  There 
are several people already planning to participate once again this year, Praise the Lord for their continued 
efforts, and I am sure there is still and a spot for you.  Talk with Jeanne McGrew or Dar Wicklund to fill 
out your Registration Form.  
 
Relay Chair again this year is Brenda Halstead,, 320-679-2207, email  kanabecrelay@gmail.com; there is 
also a Kanabec County website www.relayforlife.org/kanabecmn  and a Facebook page Relay for Life 
Kanabec County.  
 
So remember to mark your calendars for a night out with family and friends, June 18-19, 6pm � 6am, 
Relay for Life. Once again, Pam will have The Potato wagon ready for everyone to enjoy a nice supper out. 
 
Even if does not work out for you to be a registered team member, everyone is encouraged to come out and 
make a couple laps around the track. Each of your efforts  do make a difference. Yes, just by walking the 
track, purchasing a Luminary bag, helping plan activities, being a part of the cheering section, giving a 
contribution you help make a difference. By being a part of Relay, we join a worldwide movement to help 
defeat cancer for future generations. God Bless! 
 
What Cancer Can Not Do ~   
 
CANCER CAN NOT . . . Cancer is so limited... It cannot cripple love. 
It cannot shatter hope�.. It cannot corrode faith�. .It cannot eat away peace. 
It cannot destroy confidence�. It cannot kill frien dship�.It cannot shut out memories. 
It cannot silence courage�..It cannot invade the so ul�.It cannot reduce eternal life. 
It cannot quench the spirit�. It cannot lessen the power of the RESURRECTION!  
IT CANNOT STEAL ETERNAL LIFE! 
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Prayer Chain                           
If you have a prayer request, contact Barb Sjoberg 679-5373 or the church office, 679-1062. If you would like to be added 
to the e-mail prayer chain, e-mail Barb Sjoberg at encourager4him@hotmail.com or the church office at  
church@gracechurchmora.org   
************************************************************************************ 

 
YOU ARE NEEDED!  IT�S NOT HARD!  We need to have some new faces helping 
with coffee and cookies on Sunday mornings.  You would only need to serve once per 
year.  We would like to have three people each Sunday morning as there are more and 
more people attending Sunday morning services.  Please contact Dianne at 679-2412. 
 

************************************************************************************** 
 GRACE LUTHERAN ARCHIVES COMMITTEE�
  
Dale and Jean Hawkins    320-679-2025  Laird and Louise Mork      320-679-3491 
Eldora Pearson                320-679-2406  Pearl Peterson                 320-679-0470 
Irene Johnson                  320-679-2743 
 

*************************************************************************************** 
Our Sympathy and Prayers go out to:  
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�  Bernice Wahlstrom-Wagner on the death of her husband Jim Wagner at Mesa, AZ.�
�  Bonnie & Tom Boyer, Louise Smith, Peggy & Jerry Voss, Luette & Art Kottke, Matt & TJ Smith �

on the death of Dean Smith�
 
********************************************************************************************** 

The Mora Quilting Friends, a �community� group of q uilters, meet at the Kanabec History 
Center in Mora on the third Monday of each month and is open to anyone with a quilt interest. 
For more information, call Bonnie Jobe at 679-5245.  Please note the change of location. 
 

*********************************************************************************************** 
Our thanks to Glen and Evie Lobdell, Hank and Edie Eggert, and Darla Stenstrom for volunteering at Mora’s One 
More Time Clothing Center in the months of November to January. Because of your hard work our church received 
a check for $140.00 from the Seven County Senior Federation.  
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The 8:00 a.m. Worship Service is broadcast on KBEK 95.5 FM at 9:15 am every Sunday morning.  It is 
recorded by the station and then played back at this time.  If you can�t make it to church, or have to work, but 
have access to a radio, you can tune in and be a part of worship that way. 

 
A RADIO SPONSOR sign up chart is posted by the FLOWER CHART, located by the elevator, if you are 
interested in helping to sponsor a radio broadcast in honor of a birthday, anniversary, wedding or other special 
dates, or in memory of a loved one.   The cost of each Sunday is $115.  Thanks to those of you who give to 
this important ministry of Grace! 

�
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Contact: Barb Sjoberg 
   January, February, March �Barbara Larson                              April, May, June �Lucille Sch ultz 
   July, August, September � Martha Gotfredson, Lee  Moody                   Oct., Nov., Dec. � Sharon Holmstrom, Barb Sjoberg 

�We will shout for joy when you are victorious and will lift up our banners in the name of our God.� P salm 20:5 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK TRIDUUM (trid-yoo-um, meaning 3 days) The Triduum -- the three days between Lent and Easter 
-- begins. The logic of Lent-Holy Week-Easter is geared to conversion and to God’s restoration and reconciliation 
of human beings with one another and with God through Christ.  

 
 

WHAT IS MAUNDY THURSDAY? The first part of the Triduum begins on the evening of Maundy Thursday, during which 
Christians recall the events that took place the night Jesus was betrayed.  The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
concentrate on the institution of the Lord’s Supper The gospel of John focuses instead on the Lord’s final teachings to His 
disciples, dramatically punctuated by His washing of their feet. The word "maundy" is derived from the Latin phrase  
mandatum novum, meaning "new commandment."   It refers to the Lord’s words to His apostles as recorded in John 13:34: 
 A new command I give you:  love one another. 
 

WHAT IS GOOD FRIDAY? It is the second day of the Triduum, is the solemn remembrance of Jesus’ death on the 
cross.  The English designation of "Good Friday" is apparently a corruption of "God’s Friday," although the term is a very 
fitting one since the Lord’s death was for our eternal good. In spite of the solemnity of Good Friday worship, it is not a 
funeral service for Jesus.  It is rather a time of quiet and serious contemplation on His great saving work.  
 

WHAT IS THE VIGIL OF EASTER? The third and final day of the Triduum is the Vigil of Easter - also called the Paschal 
Vigil or the Great Vigil of Easter. It is a service held in many Christian churches as the first official celebration of the 
Resurrection of Jesus.  It is made up of four separate but connected worship services: The Service of Light, Readings, 
Baptism and Holy Communion.   Regardless of how or when it is commemorated, the Easter Vigil is the richest and most 
powerful liturgy of the Christian year.  It and the other Holy Week festivals are wonderful and unique services that gather 
God’s people together to celebrate the great paschal mystery -- Jesus Christ’s passage from death to life for our salvation. 
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Just a Reminder to save your Nelson�s Receipts! 
There is a box on the shelf by the church office for your Nelson�s grocery store receipts.  They need to be turned 
in to Nelson�s on a quarterly basis so please put your receipts in the box in a timely fashion.  The next time they 

are added up and returned to Nelson�s is for the months of  
January, February, March only to be turned in April 2010. 

 
THE RECEIPT NEEDS TO LIST THE ITEMS PURCHASED AS THE CREDIT/DEBIT CARD RECEIPT 

DOES NOT QUALIFY. 
 

Thank you! 

 

WHERE ARE WE IN THE CHURCH YEAR 
 AND 

WHAT ARE THE LITURIGICAL COLORS FOR APRIL? 
We are currently at the end of Holy Week and the beginning of 
The Three Days or Triduum. The color scarlet/purple is the 
liturgical color for Holy Week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Resurrection of Our Lord begins the Season of 
Easter. ����������	�
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HOLY WEEK 
Overall Theme: Reenacting the Passion of Our Lord  
Dates: Holy Week is the last week of Lent. Holy Week begins on 
Passion/Palm Sunday, March 28 and ends on April 3rd, 2010. 
 

THEME FOR EACH DAY DURING HOLY WEEK 
Monday: Watchfulness & Preparation 
Tuesday: Repentance 
Wednesday: Healing, Forgiveness, and Prayer 
Thursday: The Holy Passion of Christ & His journey to the Cross 
Friday AM: The Passion of Jesus & Friday PM: Burial of Christ 
Saturday: The Descent of Christ into Hades 
Sunday: Resurrection!! ~ He Has Risen! ~ He Has Risen Indeed!! 
 

THE EASTER SEASON 
Overall Theme: Celebrating the Resurrection of the Lord  
Dates: Easter Season begins on Easter Day and lasts 50 days, ending 
on Pentecost. Thus it begins on April 4th and ends on May 23rd, 2010. 

Triduum (The Three Days)  
April 1 | Maundy Thursday  
April 2 | Good Friday  
April 3 | Vigil of Easter 
 

LITURGICAL INFORMATION 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Liturgical Color: Scarlet or white is used, for this fourth day of Holy Week  
Theme:  Eucharist, glory, salvation, service, humility, love 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 
Liturgical Color: None 
No vestments or paraments are used on this day, after the stripping of the altar on 
Maundy Thursday night.  
Theme: Silence, awe, cross, passion & death, salvation, triumph 
 
VIGIL OF EASTER 
Liturgical Color: White the color of joy in the Resurrection used on this night. 
Theme: Solemnity, glory, joy, initiation, salvation, resurrection, life, hope 
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Council: Ernie Blaisdell, Jenny Berry 
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Members: Todd Sjoberg, Judy Radeke, Linda Parson, Jacki Peterson, Ethan & Krista Elvehjem 
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So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  Mark 16:8. 

�

This is where the shorter version of the Gospel of Mark ends.  Three women had gone to the tomb, had 
seen that it was empty and were told some Great News!  A young man dressed in white told them to go tell 
Peter and the disciples that Jesus will be seeing them soon.  He will be in Galilee just like he said he would.  
Their reaction?  Amazed, yes, but also with terror they were asking, �What is going on here?  What has  
just happened?� When is the last time you have had that feeling? 
�

Life can bring both terror and amazement.  Life has struggles, disappointments, exciting and happy times!  
Yet we may agree that we don�t really want them at the same time.  Imagine we are the disciples; put 
yourselves in the disciple�s shoes, maybe hearing for the first time that Jesus has risen!  And He is going to 
meet you!  And indeed He does, in our daily lives, in our worship, in the bread and the wine, on Easter 
morning, always! 
�

This last month we have been experiencing new religions at our Lenten Services.  They have been 
educational and as we prayed and sing the �Holden E vening Prayer� we have walked together in Lent in a  
new and special way.  With the young children we have been in conversation with them about their prayer 
life.  At the beginning of Lent they received a nighttime prayer block.  Easter morning they will also 
receive a reminder that they are loved by others and God.  We are encouraging the children and parents to 
talk about prayer and open up their own prayer life.  Also in the Bible Study groups we have been looking 
at our own prayer life as we continue to learn and grow in our walk with God and taking time from our 
busy schedules to be in Communion with Him.  
�

As we begin Holy Week and journey to Easter make sure that you put on your calendar the extra Services.  
Maundy Thursday we will have a Seder Meal which will provide a time for all young and old to experience 
the past as we look forward to the future we have in Jesus Christ.  We will have an Ecumenical Good 
Friday Service at Grace Lutheran this year at 7:30 p.m.  The plans are underway so put it on your schedule 
to attend these special nights.  Don�t forget the Sunrise Service and breakfast on Easter morning! 
�
April 10th, 2010 we will have a Women�s Retreat, titled �ADORN THIS HOUSE� .  We will have 
devotions, singing, lunch along with workshops, one on our new Prayer Shawl Ministry, as well as one on 
our Chrismons that will be giving us time to get information and the replacement/repair of them.  Julie 
Mulford is speaking on decorating our homes and we will close with Holy Communion.  You don�t need to 
bring or do anything and it is free of charge as the WELCA will be providing the funding for any needs!  
Come and relax, retreat, and be in friendship with each other, no matter your age!  We all learn and grow 
from and with each other.  Please sign up so that we can work with the numbers!  You can also bring a 
friend, so sign them up as well! 
 
As we celebrate the wonderful news that HE IS RISEN, as the disciples were told, let our amazement grow 
into perfect peace as we exclaim, HE IS RISEN, INDEED! 
 
Gods Peace,  
Pastor Brenda  

 
Pastoral Acts: 

Baptisms: 
DATE  NAME         DOB       CHILD OF       SPONSORS          
02/28/2010    Charles Edward Whitbred V  08/23/09    Charles IV & Joy Whitbred     Jake Ellingson & Jennie Fladebo,  

Kate & Bryan Rabe 
03/14/2010    Mya Marie Fix                     12/28/09        Douglas & Amanda Fix         Tracy and Joey Newton 
 
Funerals: 
Date  Name   Member Non-Member  Officiating Pastor & Place 
3/23/10  Dean Smith      X    Pastor Doug Larson@ Grace Lutheran Church 
 

 
If you have an abundance of flowers that would make nice bouquets and would like to donate them for 
our altar flowers, please let Kim Bankers or the church office know. Kim is graciously doing flower 
arrangements for us. 
�

 

CLEAN AND GREEN  Easy Tips for Earth-Friendly spring cleaning 
It might still be cold and blustery, but the calendar already is hinting at spring.  So how can you tackle spring cleaning 

without those nasty chemicals and generating needless waste.  Here’s how----- 
   *  Kitchen floors:  Whether you have linoleum or tile - vinegar, straight or mixes with water is all you need to get those floors 
clean.  Use a sturdy mop, natural sponge or washrags to scrub, then mop up any excess. 
    * Kitchen sinks:  Make your own sink scrub using one part vinegar, four parts soda and several drops of your favorite essential 
oil.  Scrub the paste on, let sit for a few minutes then rinse. 
    * Windows: Vinegar again, this time in a spray bottle, will do the trick.  Some people recommend wiping vinegar sprayed glass 
with crumpled newspaper, but a lint-free cloth works also. 
    * Carpet: Before vacuuming, shake baking soda over the carpet: it will absorb the odors.  For spot cleaning, try that natural 
wonder vinegar.  Spray it on and scrub it out.  Don’t worry about the odor, it will leave soon. 
    * Upholstery: Sprinkle those stale cushions just like the carpet and vacuum after it sits for awhile. 
    * General odors: Make your own scented spray by mixing distilled water, isopropyl alcohol and several drops of your favorite 
essential oil in a spray bottle, Keep away from heat and flames.  Spray wherever needed. 
     * Tubs and toilets: Spray with vinegar and then sprinkle soda for that totally natural, fizzy cleaning power.  Scrub with a 
sponge or tooth brush in the case of tile and a toilet brush in the toilet.  Then rinse and flush clean. 
    * Garbage cans: Sprinkle the bottom with natural borax powder to prevent mold and fungus and to keep away insects. 
    * Household gateways for bugs: To keep them from creeping in, mix equal parts sugar and borax powder in a shaker bottle, 
then sprinkle along household entry points.  Keep away where pets and children might investigate.     
  

Now let�s investigate what is under your kitchen sink.  Remove all those toxic products that you have accumulated.  The 
place is full of chemicals and I might say most of them are toxic.  Household poisonings are one of the highest threats to the 
health of children.  Review the above and you will see that it takes what you probably already have in your kitchen cupboard to 
get that spring cleaning job started.  If you have a problem with creating your own cleaning product, most grocery stores have 
many eco-friendly products available.   

~ Lucille Schultz  
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Helping Hands For 
March 

 

 
 

Coordinators:   
Diane Runquist,  
Marlene Marohn 
 
Group Members: 
Adams, Michael & Ashley 
Bangma, Jeff & Pauline 
Berry, John & Sarah 
Berry, Richard & Jennifer 
Casavant, Doyle & Penny 
Dee, David & Pamela 
Dee, Sarah 
Eastlund, Morris & Lorna 
Ennis, Paul & Barb 
Erickson, Wayne & Kelly 
Gotfredson, William & Martha 
Hallauer, Lee & Kathy 
Halpaus, Ed & Sharon 
Halsey, Dan & Sue 
Hams, Kyle & Andrea 
Heggernes, Teri & Robert* 
Herwig, Kevin & Barbara 
Johnson, Carol 
Johnson, Merlin & Beatrice 
Klapmeier, David & Debbie 
Klepsa, Richard & Shirley 
Lange, Gail 
Larson, Richard & Dianne 
Lennox, Wade & Chana 
Marohn, Eric & Marlene 
McGovern, Charles & Debee 
Mills, Ruth 
Moss, Mark* & Shelley 
Nelson, Kristin & Richard * 
Thimesch II 
Nichols, Robert & MaryAnn 
Nichols, Ryan & Sandra* 
Nielsen, Terry & Laneta 
Oehrlein, Sue & Robert * 
Olson, Don & Mary 
Oxberry, James & Sandra 
Piescher, Ronald & Debra 
Rowley, Don & Deloris 
Runquist, Gary & Diane 
Sandy, John & Karen 
Schroeder, Phil & Barbara 
Schultz, Craig & Jodi 
Schultz, Lucille 
Steffen, Becci & Clint * 

 

 

Celebration! 
 

We are frequently reminded of our baptisms, either by participating 
in our baptismal anniversary or sharing in another�s baptism.  �Through 
Baptism, God has made this child a member of the priesthood we all share  
in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear God�s 
creative and redeeming Word to all the world.� Past or proclaims at a 
baptism.  What kind of image does this conjure up for you?  I haven�t run 
across many of us standing at the corner of Forest and Union Street 
proclaiming the Word or handing our brochures doing so.  A lot of us don�t 
see ourselves in that sort of priesthood, but there are a lot of priesthoods out 
there! 
 As volunteer coordinator, I want to celebrate the priesthood that I do 
see so many doing that isn�t always so visible.  I celebrate that there are 
those who visit the elderly and shut-in bringing bulletins or communion or 
simply themselves.  I celebrate those who work so hard preparing food for 
Chat and Chow.  I celebrate those who spend time with teaching our 
children teaching lessons and music.  I celebrate those who are willing to 
spend time here at church at all the meetings so the church can do its 
business. I celebrate that someone is willing to crunch the numbers, so that 
we can be in business.  I celebrate those who prepare food for funerals and 
work as a service for the family and friends of the bereaved.   How can we 
not celebrate those who will write for this publication, edit and arrange it, 
staple, assemble, and mail it!  Let�s celebrate that there are those who will 
spend the day in the kitchen cleaning ovens, cupboards, and scraping up dirt 
they didn�t put there!  I celebrate those who faithfully take the time to write 
messages to be mailed to members of our congregation.  I celebrate those 
who take care of our building as if it were their own home.  I celebrate those 
who heeded the pleas for health kits and brought in materials or money for 
their assembly.  I celebrate those who still yearn for learning and spiritual 
grown and participate in the Bible studies and special Lenten studies.  I 
celebrate those who are willing to be assistants at Sunday morning worship. 
I celebrate those who faithfully work at home or at church to make quilts 
that will cover the cold and the needy or give a life-long connection to Grace 
for the young people graduating.  I celebrate those who are willing to deliver 
Meals on Wheels.  I celebrate those willing to bring in cookies so our 
fellowship Sunday morning might be sweeter.  I celebrate those who are 
willing to spend the time to prepare our altar for worship on Sunday 
morning.  I celebrate those who are willing to invest themselves in building 
and keeping a great library for us to use.  I celebrate those with the 
commitment to be stewards of God�s creating and �gr een-up� Grace.  I 
celebrate those who share their gift of music! And, dear Lord, I celebrate 
those involved in a priesthood that I�m not aware of or forgot.   
 

As you can see, with just the staff and the building, our church isn�t 
so much.  It�s those of you who have committed to the priesthood that make 
it hum.   Are you somewhere in this celebration?  If not, contact me, Sue 
Halsey, 679-1062 and let�s find a place for you! 

 
 
 
 
    

Grace Lutheran Prayer Shawl  Ministry   All around the ELCA, women & men have been knitting or crocheting 
Prayer Shawls filled with prayers, combining the compassion and love of knitting/crocheting into a prayerful ministry and 
spiritual practice, reaching out to those in need of comfort and solace, as well as in celebration and joy. Many blessings are 
prayed into every shawl and now Grace has become a part of this Ministry for our community.  
 
A prayer shawl is a knitted or crocheted shawl that is a spiritual practice for the crafter. A prayer is said as the shawl is 
begun; then many prayers are added with the stitches. The recipient receives the message that many have been and are 
praying for them. Each shawl is a blend of prayers, talents, gifts and grace.  
 
I received my first prayer shawl from Zion Lutheran Church of Milaca, February 2003, shortly after my cancer 
diagnosis and surgery. I cannot count the number of times I have wrapped the shawl about my shoulders, feeling 
the peace, love and comfort that only comes when you let go and let God take care of the things you cannot 
control. I still use this shawl feeling all the love and prayers that are stitched into it.  
 
Our mission is to reach out to those in need with a prayer shawl of prayers and love to comfort, console and strengthen 
them. For it to be a reminder of God’s promise that he is always with us. What a wonderful ministry for us to offer our 
talents, gifts and treasures, and wrap others in Christian love and prayers, encircling them with Christ�s healing presence 
and peace. 
 
If you have the passion for knitting/crocheting and the compassion and desire to be a part of this Ministry, there is a 
handout available with instructions and prayers. New knitters and crocheters welcome, the patterns are easy patterns.  Also, 
if God has placed someone on your heart to be a recipient of a shawl, please let the church office know.  
 
REMINDER: This ministry will also be a part of the Women�s day retreat on, April 10, so remember to sign up. God 
Bless and Happy Stitching!  Bonnie Lemke 
 

You are invited to:  
 

 
 
                            A retreat for women that will be held here at Grace Lutheran  
 
                                                     DATE:   Saturday, April 10th 
                                         TIME:   9a.m. � 3 p.m. 
 

Women of all ages are invited to attend this day of devotion and learning, and just  
to be in communion with each other.  Please feel free to bring a friend also! 

 
We will have Devotions and Bible time, some singing, Julie Mulford will be sharing  
with us some decorating ideas for our homes, a catered lunch, a workshop on making 

          Chrismons, and a workshop on making �Pray er Shawls�.  We will close with a  
          Communion Service.   

 
A sign-up sheet will be posted on the Family Life Ministry bulletin board.  You can  
bring a friend, please sign that person up also so we can prepare adequately. 
 
Please mark this day on your calendar and come! 
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Council liaisons: Laura Daher, Bonnie Boyer , Jenny Berry, Mike Sampson, Beatta Hillman, Matt Felger, Pat Weiss Meyers 

	
 

  

�������
��� 
 ���	��
����	����
�	� �
Council liaisons:  Ernie Blaisdell, Nicole Berry, Matt Felger		
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Stephen Ministers:  Jim Oxberry,  Barb Sjoberg, Dave Ulstrom, Shirley Ulstrom, Sharron Ahonen, Kim Bankers,  
 Richard Larson, Jeanne Granlund, Sandy Broehl 
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Listen, Listen, Listen 
If you would like a Stephen Minister to help you or know of someone who might enjoy and need a Stephen 
Minister, call Pastor Doug or Jim Oxberry.  
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This ministry is a way to more fully meet the needs of some of our home-bound and elderly members.  There are 
lay members of the church that have been trained to visit the same person or persons on a monthly basis, providing a 
listening ear, prayer, support and care.  This fills a need between the Coffee with a Friend and Stephen Ministry. 
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Council liaisons:  Pat weiss-Meyers, Laura Daher  
Contacts:  Kathy Hovland, Mary Rowley, Shirley Klepsa, Marlys Overson, Dianne Larson 

Celebrate the faith by gathering people together in fellowship through activities and support. 
 

 
Lutheran World Relief Health Kits 
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Deb Schultz, Nicole Berry, Alyssa Wallace, Barb Orstad, Pam Hallauer, 
Mary Brelie, Kris Pulford, Bonnie Lemke, Jessica Olen 
 “Accept one another as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 
God.”  Romans 15:7 
 
WORLD HUNGER:    Several fund raisers are planned by the NE MN 
Synod Hunger, Justice, and Rural Life Concerns Committee during the 
Minnesota Synod Assembly, April 23-25 at Cragun’s Resort in Brainderd.  A 
new event that we would like to highlight is a Golf Scramble.  Teams of 4 
will play golf beginning at 10 a.m. on Friday, April 23.  Cost per individual is 
$50 (approximately ½ of this amount goes to World Hunger).  You do not 
have to be a delegate to the Assembly to golf – anyone is encouraged to 
participate.  Register with Sulo Kangas, 218-720-3510 or 
mskangas@msn.com BEFORE the morning of April 15th (absolute 
deadline!!). 
FOOD SHELF:  Mary reported that in the month of February, 304 
households or 931 individuals were served.  5,246 pounds of food were 
donated and 16,113 pounds were given out.  John and Karen Sandy from our 
Grace Family have joined the ranks of the volunteers during distribution 
days, and we are very grateful for their help!  MARCH WAS FOOD SHELF 
MONTH, and a couple of important fund raisers were planned. 
1) The Woodbury Choir and Orchestra presented a concert on Sunday, March 

14th, 4:00PM at St. Mary’s Church.  Our local Second Ending Brass 
performed as well.  100% of the free-will offering went to the Food Shelf.   

2) Empty Bowls, a hearty soup luncheon, was served at Grace on Monday, 
March 22nd.  A big thank you to WELCA for covering the cost of the soup,  
to Deb Schultz, Barb Orstad, and Mary Brelie who helped with the serving, 
and to Don and Elaine Vandriel who helped with the clean-up.  Thanks to 
Dianne and Leah who had helped with the advertising, and – as always – to 
Ray and Bev who work so hard to make these events at Grace possible!    

MISSIONS:  Barb reported that the Synod has received word that we can 
resume work in Honduras.  Containers are being packed on Saturday, March 
13th and a small theological group will be going there soon.   
SOUP FOR THE SOUL:  Kris reported that they continue to average about 
100 people weekly, and donations keep coming in.  Members are encouraged 
to keep checking the Social Concerns display case for updates on needs, sign-
up to work,  or sign-up to sponsor.  With the increased numbers, the weekly 
cost has increased.  Consider going together as a group to sponsor a meal.  To 
serve 100 people, the estimated cost is $115.00. 
RELAY FOR LIFE:   Mary has been communicating with a couple of 
individuals as we search for a new chairperson.  We hope to have a plan in 
place by out April meeting. 
COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL is a Christian child development 
organization founded in 1952.  They assist more than a million children in 26 
developing countries.  The goal is to develop children in poverty so they will 
become responsible, fulfilled Christian adults.  They accomplish this goal 
with the help of individuals and families all over the world who will sponsor 
one of these children.  By going online, you can choose a child by region, 
country, age, or gender.  The cost of $38 a month provides educational 
opportunities, basic health care and education, social skills and opportunities 
to learn of Christ and grow in the faith.   More information will be available 
to members on the Social Concerns display case.  We will communicate with 
Vicky Semelhack (who brought this organization to our attention) as to the 
best way to advertise this opportunity. 
THE REFUGE:  The Refuge (supporting victims of domestic and family 
violence) is looking for assistance, both monetary as well as items they 
identify for donation.  The profit from the Spring Salad Luncheon has been 
designated for The Refuge.  Pastor Brenda was wondering about the 
possibility of giving the church family the opportunity to provide some of the 
needed items.  We will make such a place available by the Social Concerns 
display case, and advertise through the newsletter and future bulletins. 
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Members: Doyle Jelsing, Roger Peterson, Bonnie 
Boyer,  Kristin Nelson, Betty Smith, Sara Kopka 
 Checkbook information: 

Beginning balance (1,782.07) 
Donations 37,049.33 
Expenses (36,386.61) 
Ending balance (1,119.35) 

Dedicated Account Balance: 
Undesignated General - $10,000 
Renovation - $322.40 
Banner - $5.92 
Youth Mission trip - $2,162.66 
Stained glass - $3,232.42 
Nelson’s receipts – $250.45 
Unallocated - $343.09 
Library $500.00 

Stained Glass Window Information: 
Available for next windows: 8,653.42 
Cost is approx $3,800 per window 

Mortgage Information: 
First of month balance 429,736.28  
monthly payment (2,117.87) 

               additional principal pmt (6,989.00) 
End of month balance 420,569.41 
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Dick Larson - chair, Ron Stark, Galen Brelie,  
Russ Callander, Bill Moody, Vern Nordeen,  
Don Overson, Don VanDriel, Larry Simonich 
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Pam Johnstone (679-3311), Karen Rasmusson 
(679-5636), Walt Olen (679-1570) 

If you have a spiritual concern or  
comment, let one of these people know. 
They are there for you! 
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Members: Bill Daher, Rollie Fredrickson,  
Pastor Doug 
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Members: Rich Rasmusson,  Sharron Ahonen, 
John Sandy 
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Members: Dolores Blaisdell, Ruth Mattison,  
Kathy Hovland, Vonnie Olson, Greg Myers,  
Jodi Schultz, Bev Deis 
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Members: Kris Johnson, Mary Nordenstrom 
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Members: Doyle Jelsing, Deb Schultz, Laura Strand,  
Jeff Bangma 
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